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council, who had admired our saint for his parts and learning, were further
charmed with him on account of his humane and Christian dispositions
in behalf of one that had used him so roughly.    The saint's petition in
behalf of his sovereign was granted; and on the council breaking up, the
pope and Anselm returned to Rome.    The pope, however, sent to the
king a threat of excommunication, to be issued in a council to be shortly
after held at Rome, unless he made satisfaction:   but the king, by his
ambassador, obtained a long delay.   Upon the death of Urban II, he wrote
an account of his case to his successor, Pascal II.    King William Rufus
being snatched away by sudden death, without the sacraments, on the
and of August 1100, St Anselm, who was then in the abbey of Chaize-
Dieu, in Auvergne, lamented bitterly his unhappy end and -made haste
to England, whither he was invited by King Henry I.    He landed at
Dover on the 23rd of September and was received with great joy and
extraordinary respect.    And having in a few days recovered the fatigue
of his journey, went to wait on the king, who received him very graciously.
But this harmony was of no long continuance.    The new king required
of Anselm to be reinvested by him, and do the customary homage of his
predecessors for his see;  but the saint absolutely refused to comply and
made a report on the proceedings of the late synod at Rome, in which
the laity that gave investitures for abbeys or cathedrals were excom-
municated;  and those that received such in vestures were put under the
same censure.    But this not satisfying the king, it was agreed between
them to consult the pope upon the subject.    The court in the meantime
was very much alarmed at the preparations making by the king's elder
brother, Robert, Duke of Normandy, who, being returned from the holy
war in Palestine, claimed the crown of England and threatened to invade
the land.   The nobles, though they had sworn allegiance to Henry, were
ready to join him; and on his landing with a formidable army at Portsmouth,
several declared for the duke.   The king being in great danger of losing
his crown, was very liberal in promises to Anselm on this occasion; assuring
him that he would henceforward leave the business of religion wholly to
him, and be always governed by the advice and orders of the apostolic see.
Anselm omitted nothing on his side to prevent a revolt from the king.
Not content with sending his quota of armed men, he strongly represented
to the disaffected nobles the heinousness of their crime of perjury;  and
that they ought rather lose their lives than break through their oaths and
fail in their sworn allegiance to their prince.    He also published an ex-
communication against Robert, as an invader,-who thereupon came to an
accommodation with Henry and left England.    And thus, as Eadmer
relates, the archbishop, strengthening the king's party, kept the crown
upon his head.   One day, as he was riding to his manor of Herse, a hare,
pursued by the dogs, ran under his horse for refuge; at which the saint